
Financial relationship between person in control of content (or their 
spouse/partner) and an ACCME-defined commercial interest
interest

Products/services of the ACCME-defined commercial interest (with which they 
have the financial relationship) are related to the content of the CME activity

In the past 12 months

Any amount ($)

No

Yes

Employees of ACCME-defined 
commercial interests can have no role 

in the planning or implementation of 
CME activities related to their products/

services.1 (SCS 1)

Yes

No

Implement your process2 

to resolve the potential 
conflict-of-interest arising 

from their relevant 
financial relationship.

(SCS 2.3)

Does the 
person have a 

relevant financial 
relationship with an 

ACCME-defined 
commercial interest?

(SCS 2.1)

Is the
person an

employee/owner of an 
ACCME-defined 

commercial interest?
(SCS 1)

No

Is the content related
to products or business lines 

of an ACCME-defined 
commercial interest?

Footnotes
1. The use of employees of ACCME-defined commercial interests as faculty and planners or in other roles where they are in a position to control the content

of accredited CME is prohibited, except in specific situations. For more information, visit this Ask ACCME frequently-asked-question regarding commercial
employees.

2. There are a range of approaches providers can use to resolve potential conflicts of interests. For more information, visit
ACCME’s Provider Examples of Compliance and Noncompliance for Criterion 7 on www.accme.org.

Yes, there is a relevant financial relationship.

Done!

Done!

Done!

Before the activity, disclose to learners the name(s) of 
the individual(s), name of the ACCME-defined 

commercial interest with which they have a relevant 
financial relationship(s) and the nature of the 

relationship.  (SCS 6.1)

Provider takes an active role to resolve conflicts by:
 recusingperson from controlling aspects of planning and 

content with which they have a conflict of interest and/or
 using peer-review of planning decisions (for planners) by 

person(s) that do not have conflicts of interest related to the 
content and/or

 using peer-reviewof content (for authors/presenters) by 
person(s) that do not have conflicts of interest related to the 
content and/or

 making sure to ensure that clinical recommendations are 
evidence-based and free of commercial bias (e.g., peer-
reviewed literature, adhering to evidence-based practice 
guidelines) and/or

 using other methods that meet ACCME’s expectations2 

A

B

C

D

Disclosure to Learners

Disclosure to Learners
Before the activity, disclose to 

learners that the person(s) have 
no relevant financial 

relationship(s) with ACCME-
defined commercial interests to 

disclose. (SCS 6.2)

Disclosure to Learners

Before the activity, disclose to learners 
that there are no relevant financial 
relationships with ACCME-defined 

commercial interests for anyone who 
was in control of the content of the 

activity. (SCS 6.2)

For each person in 
control of content 

for the CME 
activity…

Is there a relevant financial relationship?  If you can check all 4 boxes 
below, you’ve identified a relevant financial relationship with an ACCME-
defined commercial interest that must be resolved before the activity occurs. 

Use this flowchart at the beginning of your planning process for CME activities to ensure independence from ACCME-defined commercial 
interests. Start at A below. For step-by-step instructions for using this flowchart, visit www.accme.org/coiflowchart.

Flowchart for the Identification and Resolution of Personal Conflicts of Interest

Meeting the Expectations of ACCME’s Criterion 7
(Last updated : February 1, 2017)

Done!

http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support/standard-1
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support/standard-6
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support/standard-2
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support/standard-2
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support/standard-1
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/policies-and-definitions/definition-commercial-interest
http://www.accme.org/ask-accme/are-there-any-circumstances-when-employees-accme-defined-commercial-interests-can-be
http://www.accme.org/search/examples-compliance-noncompliance?field_rule_type_tid[]=132&field_finding_tid[]=57&field_finding_tid[]=58&field_date_published_value[min][date]=&field_date_published_value[max][date]=&body_va
http://www.accme.org/requirements/accreditation-requirements-cme-providers/standards-for-commercial-support
http://www.accme.org/ask-accme/what-are-examples-those-control-content-described-standard-commercial-support-scs-21
http://www.accme.org/coiflowchart
http://www.accme.org/ask-accme/what-relevant-financial-relationship-described-standard-2-accme-standards-commercial
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CME-CE RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST and Content Review Attestation 
Return to Office of Academic Affairs Prior to the Activity 

 

Activity:____________________________________________________Date:_______________ 

Faculty Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Presentation:_____________________________________________________________ 

Name of Reviewer:_______________________________________________________________ 

A. CONTENT VALIDATION:   

  The faculty member will submit presentation materials in advance to allow for adequate peer review. 

  I reviewed the CME-CE presentation and it meets all the following criteria: a) content is valid and 
aligned with the interests of the public; b) all recommendations involving clinical medicine are based on 
the best available evidence and referenced; c) all scientific research referred to, reported, or used in the 
CME-CE activity in support or as justification of patient care recommendations conforms to the generally 
accepted standards of experimental design, data collection and analysis. 
 

B. CONFLICT RESOLUTION: I have reviewed the speaker’s individual disclosure statement and 
resolved his/her conflicts of interest by the following methods (Check all that apply): 

 
  The faculty member will or have divested his/herself from this financial relationship. 

  The relationship(s) disclosed were determined not to be relevant to the CME-CE presentation. 

  I have assigned the faculty member to present on a different topic. 

  Elimination:  I have eliminated the speaker from participating in the CME-CE activity. 

  The faculty member will recommend an alternative presenter for this topic for the planning 
committee’s consideration. 

  I have altered, or directed the speaker to alter, the CME-CE content of the presentation, including 
recommendations for patient care, to conform to WUH content validation standards stated above. 

  The faculty member will refrain from making recommendations, regarding products or services, 
unless all relevant products or services applicable to the same procedure or treatment are presented in an 
unbiased manner. 

  Other Resolution mechanism (please describe):         
              
 
Is the faculty member approved as speaker/instructor for the activity?     � Yes   � No   
 
Signature of Reviewer: I attest to the accuracy of this form and the integrity of the content as 
complying with ACCME standards. 
 
__________________________________________Date:_________________________ 
Activity Director or Delegate 
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